IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT  OF  INDIA
traditionalism is a one-sided doctrine. If thought is false, then
not only its proof that thought and the world are false would
be false, but also its discovery that there is an ultimate reality
would be false. This shows that thought is not absolutely false,
that it is in some intimate touch with reality, and that it has a
deeper nature which is not false. Probably, the advaitin and the
Buddhist would say that it is neither false nor true. Thought
must be the expression, though an imperfect one, of the very
reality. To call it an illusion must have a logical, and not merely
axiological, significance.
The antidote to anti-traditionalism must certainly be tradi-
tionalism. And traditionalism is the strongest when the Absolute
or ultimate reality is determinate. It is here that the Absolute
would be the cosmos with its traditions, which constitute the
preconceived plan in the mind of God, according to which the
creation is made; it is here that we find fate, Qismat, or pre-
determination, holding the greatest sway. On such a conception
only of reality are the traditions given ontological status, eternity,
and ultimate justifiability. To break a tradition would be to
violate the law of reality, and is therefore of the nature of evil.
Traditions then would have an absoluteness, for they are the
determinations of reality and belong to its essential nature. And
the deadliest wars, like the Thirty Years War, that convulsed the
earth and defaced it, were fought for them. Traditionalism based
on a determinate Absolute would be the moulding of everything
in terms of a given determination, reducing everything to its
terms and subordinating it to its purpose. The greatest ruthless-
ness and intolerance are possible on this conception. But the Indian
mind is free from them, because its general innate belief is in an
Absolute or God beyond determinations.
The traditionalism of India, as Rene Gu&ion rightly interprets
it in his Man and His Becoming, is the traditionalism of the
indeterminate Absolute.1 But unfortunately, this traditionalism
seems to be made a justification for each and every tradition
in some quarters. The traditionalist in India is the smdrtha, whose
philosophy is the Advaita as Sankara understands it. All those
who are sectarian, who are either Vaisnavas or Saivas, are not
called smartas. The Indian philosophical tradition insists on the
intuition of an indescribable, indeterminate and supra-rational
1 See also the author's article, "Traditionalism and Interpretation of
Experience," The Visva-Bharati Quarterly (1939, February to April).
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